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skirmish with our 30 men, they were unable to follow him but
that he might assure their father that they would return to
their old village as soon as they could. 5 of our Settled hurons
who had been on the war-path against the Chicachas have re-
ported that 80 of These Sakis were at the River St Joseph,
and the remainder at la Baye. This news lacks confirmation;
But if It be true, tranquillity will be restored in the Posts, and
the remnant of the Renards who are said to be wandering about
in the regions of the Mississipi will gradually be destroyed and
will not give our savages enough occupation to keep them from
hunting. T shall have the honor of writing more particularly
about this next year. Moreover, as regards the sieur Desnoy-
elles’s Campaign, T cannot better describe to You the fatignes
and the hardships that the long journey on foot and hunger
caused him and the party under his command to endure, than
to say that T am surprised that Frenchmen should have been
able to undergo them. In the skirmish that took place on the
19th of April last, we lost two French and one savage. The
enemy had 30 killed, wounded and taken prisoners. Had not
the Hurons abandoned Monsieur Desnoyelles and had the
Outawacs of Missilimakinac been able to join him, there would
no longer be any question of the Renards at present. No other
reason can be assigned for the defection of The hurons except
their spirit of independence, in spite of their attachment for
the French; And the desirve they had to go and eat—thus they
speak—other Sakis Established at River St. Joseph who are
attached to us, but who displeased the Hurons merely because
they bear the name of Sakis. It required all the wisdom and
all the prudence of the sieur Demuy, the officer Commanding
at the River St Joseph, to restrain the hurons and prevent
them from attacking Those Sakis. That the Campaign met
with no better success did not depend upon the sieur Desnoy-
elles. This expedition has in any case shown the savages, And
they have acknowledged it, that the French are as capable as
they of undertaking Marches and of seeking The enemy at the
extremities of the Colony.

The Company of the Indies has done well in relaxing the
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